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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (//fcranvn) PH YSI C AU APPE ARANC E

A representative group of forts erected around the Nation's Capital have 
been acquired over several decades for park purposes. A list of those in 
the District of Columbia and their present condition are included below. 
The study "The Defenses of Washington 1861-1865','" prepared by Historian 
Stanley W. McClure, contains photographs showing conditions of some of 
these forts during the Civil War Period.

Battery Kemble - Chain Bridge Road, N.W.; emplacements for two parrott 
rifles are well preserved.
Western Avenue, N.W.; slight traces of works remain. 
Nebraska Avenue, N.W.; no visible historic remains. 
Rock Creek Park off-Military Road, N.W.; well preserved 
works in a natural state.
Piney Branch Road, N.W.; partially reconstructed in 1937- 
38 from original plans. Six replica cannons are mounted on 
appropriated field carriages on platforms, and one original 
Napoleon 12-pounder is in place.
Kansas Avenue, N.W.; no trace of main fort but evidences of 
rifle 'trenches and battery positions extend westward for 
several hundred feet.
Fort Totten Drive, N.E.; fort earth works and rifle 
trenches well preserved.
14th Street, N.E.; little visible evidence of remains at 
fort site.
Bladensburg Road, N,E»; little evidence of earthwork re 
mains associated with Fort Lincoln and nearby trenches and 
covered way.
Benning Road, N.E.; some evidence of earthworks visible. 
East Capitol Street; well preserved earthworks. 
Fort Dupont Park, Alabama Avenue, S.E.; well preserved 
earthworks.
Alabama Avenue, S.E.; well preserved earthwork remains. 
Erie Street, S.E.; well preserved remains. 
Erie Street, S.E 0 ; substantial traces of fort works 
visible,
Martin Luther King Avenue, S.E.; Some of the fort's works 
preserved.
Martin Luther King Avenue, S.Wj.; little visible evidence 
of remains.

The former fort sites are on federal park land totaling some 1,300 acres. 
Most of the park areas are recreation sites used heavily by the neighbor 
hood or by National Park Service "Summer in the Parks" Day Camping Prorams..
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Curing the American Civil War, Union Forces protected the Capital city by 
building a ring of forts around the city. The land involved in this 
circumferential defense system in the District of Columbia is now marked 
by an almost continuous twenty-three mile green belt of public land 
administered by the National Park Service. The foundations and revetments 
of many of these fortifications have returned to dust, but others were pre 
served because of their historic interest.

By the end of the Civil War in 1865, there were 68 enclosed forts and 
batteries, 93 unarmed batteries, three blockhouses, and 20 miles of trenches 
connecting the main defense works. This was at that time perhaps the 
strongest system of protection existing for any city in the world. Along 
the circumference of the entire 37 mile ring of defenses were emplacements 
for 1,501 guns, over 900 of which were in place.

Because of their deterrent value, these fortifications freed Union Forces 
for offensive purposes. Without them, it is difficult to believe that a 
leader as bold and as brilliant as Lee would not have sought to seize the 
symbol of the Union. These interesting applications of the 19th Century 
theory of field fortifications and modifications through four years of 
practical experience also provide valuable research material.

Fort Stevens was the target of the only serious Confederate move against the 
Capital. General Early's attack occurred on July 11-12, 1864, and was 
repulsed. It was during this attack that President Lincoln was subjected 
to rifle fire while visiting the scene of the battle.

The^site occupied by the Fort Lincoln complex of fortifications during the 
Civil War was the scene of Commodore Barney's engagement with the British 
on August 24, 1814. This temporary holding,action .permitted evacuation of 
important persons and documents prior to the capture and burning of the 
Capital by the British. ^-r~o
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A Report on the Defenses of Washington
John G. Barnard, 1871. 

The Defenses of Washington, 1861*1865,

Records of the Office of the Chief Engi1 
General, National Archives.

The War of the Rebellion: Series I, II, 
1901.

to the Chief of Engirj

by Stanley W. McClure 

neer and Office of th

III, IV; 129 Vol. Wa

Leers, U.S. Army,

(Rev. 1961). 
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